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St Martin and St Mary Church of England Primary School Newsletter No.6 — Friday 27" February 2026

It doesn’t seem long since our last newsletter, yet as always, so much has happened here at St Martin and
St Mary CE Primary. We continue to be proud of our vibrant school community and the progress our
children are making every day. Please do keep an eye on the calendar to stay up to date with all upcoming
events and important dates. Your involvement and support remain invaluable as we work together to
nurture and inspire every child.

Welcome We are delighted to welcome Marion Starkey and Zoe Cranmer to the St Martin and St Mary CE Primary
School family as our new administrators. Many of you may already know Marion, who is well-known in the
community through her work at the post office. Zoe is a new face to the area and we are excited to have her
join us. Please be mindful that the office will be undergoing a huge change and staff training so please be patient!
Marion and Zoe will be taking over from Helen and Emma, who will be finishing their posts next week. We
are incredibly grateful to Helen and Emma for all their hard work and dedication during their time with us
and wish them all the best in their next chapters.

Parking and school drive — We kindly ask all parents and carers to be mindful when parking on the roads
surrounding the school to ensure the safety and convenience of all our community members.

Please also remember not to drive up the school driveway when dropping off children. This helps us
maintain a safe environment for everyone.

Swimming Pool update We are very much looking forward to reopening the pool for the new season! Over the
half-term holiday, we have had new flooring fitted in the shower area, enhancing the facilities for all our users. We
are always looking for enthusiastic members to join our swimming pool committee. If you are interested in
supporting the pool and helping us keep it running, please get in touch by emailing
swimming@windermere.cumbria.sch.uk. Raising vital funds is essential to the continued operation of the
pool. Without ongoing community support and fundraising efforts, we may face challenges in keeping the
pool open. Your involvement and support make a real difference!

Year 6 London trip We are very excited to wave off our Year 6 children as they embark on their London
residential trip next week! This is a wonderful opportunity for them to explore the rich history, culture, and
landmarks of our capital city. We hope you all have a fabulous time, making unforgettable memories and
enjoying every moment of this special experience. We can’t wait to hear all about your adventures when
you return to school!

Outstanding payments — Please pay all outstanding payments as soon as possible. Wrap around care,
swimming lessons and trips that are in arrears. If you are experiencing difficulty making payment,
please contact the school office.

Screen Savvy Kidz We are fortunate to be welcoming Screen Savvy Kidz into school next month who will
deliver workshops to all 180 children in Key Stage 2. Screen-Savvy Kidz is a creative, child-led campaign
that empowers primary school pupils to understand and promote healthy, mindful technology use.
Through fun, interactive workshops, children explore the benefits and risks of the online world, then turn
their learning into memorable slogans and eye-catching logos that inspire others to use screens wisely.

Tenner Project Our Year 5 and 6 children had a fantastic time making and creating a wonderful assortment of
goodies to sell both here at St Martin and St Mary and at The Lakes School. Their hard work and creativity paid off,
raising an amazing £1,600! We are excited to share more news soon about the exciting ways the children
plan to spend the funds they have raised.
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Book Fair We hope you enjoyed browsing and purchasing from the fabulous Scholastic Book Fair. Thanks
to your enthusiastic support, we have raised an incredible £1,060! This fantastic sum will be spent on new
books to enrich our school library and classrooms, providing even more opportunities for our children to
discover the joy of reading.

Sponsored Read Thank you to all families and children who took part in our recent PTA Sponsored Read.
Thanks to your continued support and enthusiasm, we have raised over £1,000! Your generosity makes a
real difference in helping us provide the best for our children.

Website We will be transferring our school website to a new provider on 16th March. During this time,
there may be some disruption to the website's availability and functionality. We apologise in advance for
any inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your understanding as we work to improve our online
services.

Tesco Stronger Starts We are delighted to inform you that our application to the Tesco Stronger Starts
initiative has been successfully selected for the customer vote in Tesco stores. Voting will take place in-
store from mid-January 2026 until the end of March 2026. This is a fantastic opportunity for our school
community to secure funding, as the project with the highest number of votes across our region will
receive up to £1,500.
You can support us by voting at the following Tesco stores in our area:

e Kendal Highgate

e Bowness

e Millom Superstore

e Ambleside

School readiness and sleep This February, during Children’s Sleep Awareness Month, The Sleep Charity is
shining a spotlight on the vital importance of sleep for children’s learning and development with their
“Teach Sleep” campaign. Adequate, quality sleep supports a child’s ability to learn effectively, regulate
emotions, and maintain positive behaviour. Please see the link below to watch. NB: This is pre-recorded so
you can watch in your own time. https://vimeo.com/1163195551?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci PASSWORD:
TSCCSAMW1

Important Diary Dates - All dates are in the school calendar on our website for easy reference

Date

Theme/Event

Monday 2" — Wednesday 4" March

Year 6 London Residential

Tuesday 3™ March

Year 4 Arts workshop at The Lakes School

Wednesday 4™ March

South Lakes Gymnastics competition

Thursday 5 March

World Book Day — Taffy Thomas to visit school. More details to follow.

Friday 13" March

Year 5 cool aeronautics trip

Monday 16 March

KS1 Trip to Brantfell

Tuesday 17" March

Year 4 Arts workshop at The Lakes School

Wednesday 18" March

Year 4 Brewery Arts Dance

Thursday 19" — Monday 23" March

KS2 Screen Savvy Kidz Workshops

Monday 23™ March

Easter Parade in school. More details to follow

Thursday 26" March

Whole School Easter Service

Friday 27" March

Break up at 2pm.

Forgiveness Trust Honesty Faith
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